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Small town charm awaits in New Braunfels,
Texas
Enjoy live music and kick up your heels at the oldest dance hall in Texas

By Mike Fisher Special to the Star
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The 10-day Wurstfest in New Braunfels in November melds the city's rich German heritage with Texas hospitality.

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS — There is the lonesome whine of the train
whistle in the distance near midnight and the calming rush of the Guadalupe
River below. Otherwise, silence, aside from the creaking, worn, wooden floors.

Welcome to the Gruene River Inn in New Braunfels, a small city with the
comfy feel of a favourite, weathered pair of jeans. As I sank into bed, my feet
throbbed. Earlier, I’d hit the dance floor hard in the most Texan of Texas music
venues.

Having never been to Texas, this is what I imagined, country charm with a
river that kids could leap into when it gets too hot, roads where you get a three-
finger wave when someone lets you pass, places that serve buttermilk pie (The
Buttermilk Café), and the fresh air of down-home civility.

ARTICLE CONTINUES BELOW

An hour or so drive southwest of Austin, nestled into what’s called Hill
Country, New Braunfels is home to Gruene Hall. The hall was built in 1878,
and it is the state’s oldest continually operating and most famous dance hall.

With side flaps alongside that open to welcome breezes during open-air
dancing, a pitched tin roof and a small, well-lit stage above which stretches a
you-can’t-miss-it Texas flag, Gruene Hall is a visitor’s dream music venue.

The floor is scarred and scuffed by the soles and heels of people two-stepping
and laughing since the hall hosted weekly dances in the 1800s. The stage is a
trampoline of sorts for strong talent, the undiscovered and the now famous,
Lyle Lovett and George Strait among those who got their start here.

So, when Joe Ely, who lives nearby, returned to this stage where he began his
career as a visionary song poet, it was a celebration. For me, it was an
opportunity to see and hear a living legend.

“This has always kind of been my home theatre, you know,” said Ely in his
friendly drawl, signing CDs near the front door that opens to a wall of
photographs of all the great performers who’ve graced the stage.

“I’ve been playing here since 1981, and it hasn’t changed, though, of course, we
have. You know, it was once an old stage coach stop. Stage coaches would cross
the river, come up here and someone would be cooking and there’d be a band
and there’d be dancing.”

When Ely played with his hellfire band, the crowd sang along, knowing the
lyrics. A local couple at the concert, having learned I was from Canada,
insisted on buying me beers. It was prom night, and the parents and
grandparents of graduates would occasionally check their phones and take
calls from kids checking in with them. The building held everyone in its hand
as a reminder of a sweet time.

“There are pockets of Texas with ordinary folks who are really friendly and this
is one of them,” said Garrett Lebeau, a memorable new guitar player and
songwriter from Wyoming who opened the show with his band.

There is much to do in New Braunfels aside from listening to music. It was
originally settled by Germans and it boasts a strong Oktoberfest. The outdoors
Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch is outstanding. The massive Schlitterbahn
Waterpark is ranked among the best in America.

Yet, if you come for the live music, as I did, there are upwards of 20 small
venues to enjoy it. That includes The Phoenix Saloon, the first bar in Texas to
serve women, in 1871, where there was once an alligator pit and badger fights
with the music on Saturday nights.

The ornery critters are gone, but the music remains gloriously alive.

Mike Fisher’s trip to Texas was hosted by Texas Tourism, which didn’t review or
approve this story.

When you go:

Get there: New Braunfels is accessible by vehicle from Austin, which is 65 km
to the north, San Antonio, which is 40 km to the south and Houston, which is
257 km to the east.

Eat: The Gristmill River Restaurant & Bar is almost right next door to Gruene
Hall, the oldest dance hall in Texas that features top live music acts. Get a table
on the patio, where you can catch a breeze and people-watch. The onion rings
are massive and the Texas T-bone is legendary.

Stay: I stayed at the Gruene River Inn, a quaint inn with small balconies that
overlook the Guadalupe River and, bonus, free breakfast in a charming dining
room. It’s an easy walk to the small downtown, where you can browse in the
boutiques, stores and pubs.

Do your research: traveltexas.com

You might be interested in

POLITICS

Justin Trudeau is playing a mobile game. MPs are dozing off. Here's why
politicians are enduring a marathon Parliament session
2 days ago

NEWS

Dominica police release new details in murder of Daniel Langlois and
Dominique Marchand
3 days ago

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

 REPORT AN ERROR  JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS  ABOUT THE STAR

You might be interested in

SPORTS

‘I chortled out loud’: Social
media reacts to Shohei Ohtani
not signing with Blue Jays
24 hrs ago

NEWS

'Crossed my line': Calgary
traffic reporter goes viral after
response to body comment
3 days ago

NEWS

Two successful expats were
drawn to this picturesque
Caribbean island. Now one is
dead, along with his partner,
and the other faces murder
charges. Here's what we know
2 days ago

NEWS

Toronto woman, 22, charged
with second-degree murder in
death of 3-year-old boy
2 days ago

More from The Star & partners

More Life

COOKIE CALENDAR DAY 10

Ooeey-gooey goodness: A recipe for
biscotti marshmallow bars
Article was updated 7 hrs ago

LIFE

From Cowtown to Caesar-ville: Why
Calgary, the birthplace of Canada’s now
borderline-ridiculous national cocktail, is
the best place to try it
Article was updated 8 hrs ago

LIFE

This Arizona ‘next gen’ resort promises a
more attainable wellness experience
Article was updated 9 hrs ago

HOROSCOPES

Horoscope for Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023
11 hrs ago

Top Trending

NEWS

Canada to limit study
permits for international
students, raise financial
requirement

PROVINCIAL POLITICS

Doug Ford poised to reverse
decision to dissolve Peel
Region: sources

GTA

Toronto cop and public
servant sentenced to seven
years in prison for stealing
dead man’s $834,000 estate

NEWS

Ontario's top doctor sounds
alarm on COVID wave

LIFE OPINION

In the fallout from Omid
Scobie’s book, Kate
Middleton came off the
worst

theStar.com

Subscribe to the Star

Manage Star Subscription

Feedback

Removal Request

Site Map

Newsletters

Notifications

Corrections

Today’s News

Flyers

Contests

Toronto Star Newspapers Ltd.

Subscribe to Home Delivery

Manage Home Delivery
Subscription

Corporate Group Subscriptions

About

Torstar Journalistic Standards

Atkinson Principles

Glossary

Trust Project

Contact Us

Careers

Contact Webmaster

FAQ

Star ePaper Edition

Reprint and License

Advertising

Advertise with Us

Advertising Terms

Special Features

Election Ads Registry

Initiatives

Santa Claus Fund

Fresh Air Fund

Star Advisers

Classroom Connection

Toronto Star Archives

© Copyright Toronto Star Newspapers Ltd. 1996 - 2023
The Toronto Star and thestar.com, each property of Toronto Star Newspapers Limited, 8 Spadina Avenue, 10th Floor, Toronto, ON M5V 0S8

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Advertising Terms | Accessibility

TRAVEL

Showing

NewslettersHOME GTA CANADA POLITICS WORLD OPINION SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS INVESTIGATIONS PODCASTSLIFE

Michael

https://www.thestar.com/
https://www.thestar.com/life/
https://www.thestar.com/life/travel/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?&text=Small%20town%20charm%20awaits%20in%20New%20Braunfels%2C%20Texas&via=torontostar&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://www.thestar.com/life/travel/small-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas/article_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html
mailto:?subject=%5BToronto%20Star%5D%20Small%20town%20charm%20awaits%20in%20New%20Braunfels%2C%20Texas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
https://www.thestar.com/life/travel/small-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas/article_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html#
https://www.thestar.com/life/parent/my-kids-homework-drama-is-ruining-our-family-life-someone-is-in-tears-most-nights/article_a32f4146-95e3-11ee-9f95-5bdbd65f122c.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/parent
https://www.thestar.com/life/parent/my-kids-homework-drama-is-ruining-our-family-life-someone-is-in-tears-most-nights/article_a32f4146-95e3-11ee-9f95-5bdbd65f122c.html
https://www.facebook.com/torontostar
https://twitter.com/torontostar
https://www.youtube.com/TorontoStar
https://www.instagram.com/thetorontostar/
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/community-guidelines.html
https://www.thestar.com/
https://www.thestar.com/newsletters/?itm_source=newsletter-header-link
https://www.thestar.com/subscribe
https://online.northstarbets.ca/page?key=ej0xMzUyNzc3NCZsPTEzNTI3NzcyJnA9MzQ2MQ%3D%3D&ut%5B%E2%80%A6%5DhStarBets__&utm_content=custom/tracking_sportsbettinglogo
http://www.grueneriverinn.com/
http://www.nbtexas.org/
http://gruenehall.com/
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2012/07/25/lyle_lovett_straight_talk_and_sincere_songs.html
http://www.ely.com/
http://www.wildliferanchtexas.com/
https://www.schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels
http://gristmillrestaurant.com/
http://gruenehall.com/
http://www.grueneriverinn.com/
https://www.traveltexas.com/#/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?&text=Small%20town%20charm%20awaits%20in%20New%20Braunfels%2C%20Texas&via=torontostar&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://www.thestar.com/life/travel/small-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas/article_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html
mailto:?subject=%5BToronto%20Star%5D%20Small%20town%20charm%20awaits%20in%20New%20Braunfels%2C%20Texas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Flife%2Ftravel%2Fsmall-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas%2Farticle_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
https://www.thestar.com/life/travel/small-town-charm-awaits-in-new-braunfels-texas/article_7c664498-b6f7-5625-88d2-cee1fff78f4f.html#
https://www.thestar.com/politics
https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/justin-trudeau-is-playing-a-mobile-game-mps-are-dozing-off-heres-why-politicians-are/article_77cc6642-9605-11ee-993b-0f43b22dbfc0.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii_top
https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/justin-trudeau-is-playing-a-mobile-game-mps-are-dozing-off-heres-why-politicians-are/article_77cc6642-9605-11ee-993b-0f43b22dbfc0.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii_top
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/dominica-police-release-new-details-in-murder-of-daniel-langlois-and-dominique-marchand/article_2ea9dd46-9547-11ee-8cae-5b9e1c48abbd.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii_top
https://www.thestar.com/news/dominica-police-release-new-details-in-murder-of-daniel-langlois-and-dominique-marchand/article_2ea9dd46-9547-11ee-8cae-5b9e1c48abbd.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii_top
https://www.thestar.com/site/forms/rf/
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/statement-of-principles.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/about/
https://www.thestar.com/sports
https://www.thestar.com/sports/i-chortled-out-loud-social-media-reacts-to-shohei-ohtani-not-signing-with-blue-jays/article_20a3ee18-96db-11ee-918d-67355389c0cf.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/sports/i-chortled-out-loud-social-media-reacts-to-shohei-ohtani-not-signing-with-blue-jays/article_20a3ee18-96db-11ee-918d-67355389c0cf.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/crossed-my-line-calgary-traffic-reporter-goes-viral-after-response-to-body-comment/article_3b75fc33-babe-5f12-9971-d636a8581281.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/crossed-my-line-calgary-traffic-reporter-goes-viral-after-response-to-body-comment/article_3b75fc33-babe-5f12-9971-d636a8581281.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/two-successful-expats-were-drawn-to-this-picturesque-caribbean-island-now-one-is-dead-along/article_abcd3736-95d9-11ee-9ed7-cb84d375e84c.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news/two-successful-expats-were-drawn-to-this-picturesque-caribbean-island-now-one-is-dead-along/article_abcd3736-95d9-11ee-9ed7-cb84d375e84c.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/toronto-woman-22-charged-with-second-degree-murder-in-death-of-3-year-old-boy/article_9e87717a-9612-11ee-b679-5bd55320c75c.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/toronto-woman-22-charged-with-second-degree-murder-in-death-of-3-year-old-boy/article_9e87717a-9612-11ee-b679-5bd55320c75c.html?li_source=LI&li_medium=ymbii
https://www.thestar.com/life/food-and-drink/ooeey-gooey-goodness-a-recipe-for-biscotti-marshmallow-bars/article_f9af2022-8e68-11ee-9ab9-eb845885e686.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/food-and-drink/ooeey-gooey-goodness-a-recipe-for-biscotti-marshmallow-bars/article_f9af2022-8e68-11ee-9ab9-eb845885e686.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/from-cowtown-to-caesar-ville-why-calgary-the-birthplace-of-canada-s-now-borderline-ridiculous/article_43b94732-92c5-11ee-b978-6b22c6d9124c.html
https://www.thestar.com/life
https://www.thestar.com/life/from-cowtown-to-caesar-ville-why-calgary-the-birthplace-of-canada-s-now-borderline-ridiculous/article_43b94732-92c5-11ee-b978-6b22c6d9124c.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/this-arizona-next-gen-resort-promises-a-more-attainable-wellness-experience/article_1b8991da-92b7-11ee-af2d-9745ea534945.html
https://www.thestar.com/life
https://www.thestar.com/life/this-arizona-next-gen-resort-promises-a-more-attainable-wellness-experience/article_1b8991da-92b7-11ee-af2d-9745ea534945.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/horoscopes
https://www.thestar.com/life/horoscopes/horoscope-for-sunday-dec-10-2023/article_9d76f4cb-8387-5813-b4eb-9600ff9f3015.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/horoscopes/horoscope-for-sunday-dec-10-2023/article_9d76f4cb-8387-5813-b4eb-9600ff9f3015.html
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada-to-limit-study-permits-for-international-students-raise-financial-requirement/article_0b973e50-9521-11ee-b0ba-5b0c543a06c1.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada-to-limit-study-permits-for-international-students-raise-financial-requirement/article_0b973e50-9521-11ee-b0ba-5b0c543a06c1.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/doug-ford-poised-to-reverse-decision-to-dissolve-peel-region-sources/article_dfae92da-9394-11ee-a2ca-db941685e719.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/doug-ford-poised-to-reverse-decision-to-dissolve-peel-region-sources/article_dfae92da-9394-11ee-a2ca-db941685e719.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/toronto-cop-and-public-servant-sentenced-to-seven-years-in-prison-for-stealing-dead-man/article_661c2818-92d3-11ee-987c-b72c0483d047.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/toronto-cop-and-public-servant-sentenced-to-seven-years-in-prison-for-stealing-dead-man/article_661c2818-92d3-11ee-987c-b72c0483d047.html
https://www.thestar.com/news
https://www.thestar.com/news/ontarios-top-doctor-sounds-alarm-on-covid-wave/article_9e87e78e-952e-11ee-b357-d31f0274c124.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/ontarios-top-doctor-sounds-alarm-on-covid-wave/article_9e87e78e-952e-11ee-b357-d31f0274c124.html
https://www.thestar.com/life
https://www.thestar.com/life/in-the-fallout-from-omid-scobie-s-book-kate-middleton-came-off-the-worst/article_f1d7a0cf-bf62-5eaf-a8a9-ae4441ba8198.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/in-the-fallout-from-omid-scobie-s-book-kate-middleton-came-off-the-worst/article_f1d7a0cf-bf62-5eaf-a8a9-ae4441ba8198.html
https://www.thestar.com/
https://www.thestar.com/subscribe/
https://www.thestar.com/users/admin/service/
https://www.thestar.com/site/forms/feedback_form/
https://www.thestar.com/site/forms/removal_request/
https://www.thestar.com/site/sitemap/
https://www.thestar.com/newsletters/?itm_source=newsletter-footer-link
https://www.thestar.com/site/notifications/
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/corrections/
https://www.thestar.com/site/todays-news/
https://www.thestar.com/site/flyers/
https://www.thestar.com/contests/
https://www.tsoffers.ca/
https://toriservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_tor-c-cmdb-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?SiteID=TS
https://www.thestar.com/site/corporate-subscriptions/
https://www.thestar.com/site/about/
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/statement-of-principles.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/atkinson/atkinson-principles.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/glossary.html
https://www.thestar.com/trust/
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/contact-us.html
https://careers.smartrecruiters.com/Torstar/careers
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/contact-webmaster.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/faq/
https://thestarepaper.pressreader.com/
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/reprint-license.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/advertise-with-us.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/terms-and-conditions.html
https://www.thestar.com/special-features/
https://www.thestar.com/site/ad-registry/
https://www.thestar.com/initiatives/santa-claus-fund/
https://www.thestar.com/initiatives/fresh-air-fund/
https://www.thestaradvisers.com/Portal/default.aspx
http://www.classroomconnection.ca/
http://pagesofthepast.ca/
https://notices.torstar.com/main_terms_of_use_daily_and_community_brands_EN/
https://notices.torstar.com/privacy-policy/index.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/terms-and-conditions.html
https://www.thestar.com/site/static-pages/accessibility.html
https://www.thestar.com/life/travel
https://www.thestar.com/new-braunfels-wurstfestjpg/image_f87b677d-42da-5156-b792-8ea495831166.html
https://www.thestar.com/nb-tubing-waterparkjpg/image_843d69bf-c41d-575c-b154-f016b2416a5e.html
https://www.thestar.com/new-braunfels-mural-twojpg/image_96af88f2-8cf1-5f21-9c5b-f3fd018ce8f4.html
https://www.thestar.com/newsletters?itm_source=newsletter-header-button
https://www.thestar.com/

